
ORDINANCE NO. 13-2005

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CODIFIED ORDINANCE NO. §74.21 MUFFLER;
MUFFLER CUTOUT; EXCESSIVE SMOKE, GAS OR NOISE TO INCLUDE
ENGINE BRAKING, COMMONLY KNOWN AS “JAKE BRAKING”

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
WASHINGTON COURT HOUSE, FAYETTE COUNTY, OHIO AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. The Council of the City of WashingtonCourt HouseherebyamendsCodified
Ordinance~74.21 to readasfollows;

“§ 74.21 MUFFLER; MUFFLER CUTOUT; EXCESSIVE SMOKE, GAS OR NOISE.

(A) Every motor vehicle and motorcyclewith an internal combustionengineshall at all
timesbe equippedwith a muffler which is in good working order and in constantoperationto
preventexcessiveor unusualnoise, andno personshallusea muffler cutout, by-passor similar
deviceupona motor vehicleon a highway. Every motorcyclemuffler shall be equippedwith
baffleplates.

(B) No personshallown,operateorhavein his possessionanymotorvehicleor motorcycle
equippedwith a devicefor producingexcessivesmokeor gas,or so equippedasto permit oil or
any otherchemicalto flow into or uponthe exhaustpipeor muffler of suchvehicle,or equipped
in any otherway to produceor emit smokeor dangerousor annoyinggasesfrom anyportionof
suchvehicle, other thanthe ordinarygasesemitted by the exhaustof an internal combustion
engineundernormaloperation.

(C) No person,while operatinga motorvehiclewithin theCity, shall apply anengine
brake (a practice commonly known as “jake braking”), or otherwiseuse the vehicle’s
engineto decelerate,in such a manneras to causeexcessive,unreasonable,or unusual
noise.

(D) Any law enforcementpersonnelwho hearsa soundthat maybe a violation of this
sectionshallbeentitledto measurethesoundaccordingto thefollowing standards:

a. The primary meansof detectionshall be by meansof the officer’s ordinary
auditorysenses,so long astheofficer’s hearingis not enhancedby any mechanicaldevice
suchasa microphoneor hearingaid.

b. The officer must havea direct line of sight and hearingto the motor vehicle
producingthe soundso that he canreadily identify the offending motor vehicle and the
distanceinvolved.

(E) This sectiondoesnot applyto eniergencyand/orpolicevehicles.



(R.C. § 4513.22) (‘73 Code,§ 337.20) Penalty,see§§ 70.98 and70.99

SECTION 2. That any ordinance or resolution in conflict with this ordinance shall be
expresslyrepealed.

SECTION 3. That this Ordinanceshall takeeffect andbe in full forcefrom andafterthe earliest
datepermittedby law.
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