Charter

City of
Washington Court House

(Generally known as City of Washington)




Preamble

We, the people of the City of Washington Court House, Fayette

County, Ohio, in order to exercise all powers, and to secure the

benefits of local self-government under the Constitution of the

State of Ohio, do adopt this Charter for the government of the

City of Washington Court House.
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Article I (1.0) - Name and Boundary

Name The municipal corporation existing as the City of Washington (generally known as
Washington Court House) under the general statutes of the State of Ohio shall continue to be a
body politic and corporate under the name of the City of Washington Court House (generally

known as City of Washington) under this Charter.

Boundary The City shall have the same boundaries that exist on the effective date of the Charter,
with power and authority to change its boundaries and annex territory in the manner authorized
by the general laws of the State of Ohio. Territory annexed to this City shall immediately be subject

to the provisions of this Charter.

Article 11 (2.0) - Form of Government

Form of Government - The government provided for by this Charter shall be known as the

Council- Manager form.

Article ITI (3.0) - Municipal Powers

General Powers Granted - The City shall have all powers possible for a City to have under Article

XVIIT and other provisions of the Constitution and laws of the State of Ohio as fully and completely
as though they were specifically enumerated in this Charter. Title to all property shall be taken in

the name of the City.

Exercise of Powers - All powers shall be exercised in the manner prescribed in this Charter, or if

not so prescribed, in the manner provided by legislation of the City taken in the form of an
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ordinance or resolution. When not prescribed in this Charter or by legislation of the City, then the
powers shall be exercised in the manner provided by the laws of the State of Ohio until Council

provides a different manner of exercising the powers.

Construction of Powers - The powers of the City under this Charter shall be construed liberally in

favor of the City, and the specific mention of particular powers in the Charter shall not be

consirued as limiting in any way the general powers granted in this Article.

Cooperative Authority - The City may exercise any of its powers, perform any of its functions and

provide related financing, jointly or in cooperation, by contract or otherwise, with any one or more
stales, including but not limited to the State of Ohio, and any of their political subdivisions, special
districts, instrumentalities, divisions or agencies; the United States or any of its divisions or
agencies; or any individual, partnership, corporation or other type of entity, whether for profit or

not-for-profit, unless prohibited by the Constitution of the State of Ohio,

Article 1V (4.0) = Council

Qualifications - All council candidates must qualify as an elector in the State of Ohio and in this

municipality. Also, they shall meet all qualifications necessary to hold such office if elected.
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Residency - Candidates must have at least one year of residency in the City immediately prior to

the date of election and shall maintain residency during their tenure on council.

Restrictions - No member of Council shall hold any other employment or have contractual interest
with the City of Washington Court TTouse, or hold any other publicly elected government office,

during the term for which the member was elected or appointed to Council.

Chairperson - At the organizational meeting of the newly elected Council, at a time and place as
defined by the rules of the Council, by the simple majority of at least four votes, council shall
choose one of its members to be the Chairperson for a term of two (2) years. A Vice-Chairperson
shall also be chosen to serve in the absence or disability of the Chairperson and shall succeed to the
office in case of any vacancy. While acting in the place of the Chairperson, the Vice-Chairperson
shall have the same powers and duties as the Chairperson. The Chairperson shall preside at
meetings of the Council, shall be the official head of the City and shall perform the customary

duties of a Council Chairperson under the Council-Manager form of government. The Chairperson




